
 
 As I write this, I am continually impressed by the level of social conscience and community involvement that 
is present at Groome Church.  A resulting by-product of this attention and energy being focused outside the church 
is an almost universal sense of peace and happiness among our congregants.  This is a congregation that is pretty 
much content with itself.  It is a classic example of the truism:  By not focusing and fretting over yourself all the 
time, you can put things into a proper and healthier perspective.  The ultimate result is to achieve balance and 
place your attention on the things that really matter. 
 I am reminded of Epictetrus, a humble Greek slave in Nero’s Rome, lame and poor but serenely content. “If a 
man is unhappy,” wrote Epictetrus, “remember that his unhappiness is his own fault; for God has made all men to 
be happy.”  How true this is.  Institutions, as well as people, are principally unhappy because they look inward in-
stead of outward. They think too much about themselves and their own well-being, rather than balance their situa-
tion with the world around them.  They worry too much about what they lack – about circumstances they cannot 
change – about things they feel they must have or must be before they can lead full and satisfying lives. 
But happiness is not in having or being; it is in doing.  This was a truth that struck a young psychiatrist, W.  
Beran Wolfe, many years ago.  Although he lived to be only thirty-five, he wrote a once famous book about  
happiness.  Beran’s conclusion was that the only ambition consistent with happiness is the ambition to do things 
with and for others – that the only way to find happiness is to look for it in a focus outside of yourself.  He wrote 
the following: 
If we want to know what happiness is, we must seek it, not as if it were a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, but 
among human beings who are living richly and fully the good-life.  If you observe a really happy man, you will 
find him building a boat, writing a symphony, educating his son, growing double dahlias in his garden.  He will 
not be searching for happiness as if it were a collar button that has rolled under the radiator.  He will have be-
come aware that he is happy in the course of living twenty-four crowded hours of the day.  Just as no one can be 
happy in work which is centered entirely about his/her own person and deals exclusively with the satisfaction of 
his/her own immediate needs, so no one can be entirely happy in social relations which focus only in themselves 
and their immediate and narrow sphere of influence. To find happiness we must seek for it in a focus outside our-
selves. 
 The philosophy of life for any individual or institution that is healthy, well-balanced, and content with itself is 

the philosophy of constructive altruism.  Any church that is worth its salt possesses a spirit of fighting optimism. 
Optimism includes not only altruism but also social responsibility, social courage and objectivity.  The good-life 
for any individual or institution demands a working philosophy of active philanthropy as an orientating influence. 

As Henry Drummond said, “There is no happiness in having or in getting, but only in giving.” I am so proud that 
this ethic and motivation is alive and well at Groome.  Keep up the good work!  

 

     In His Service,  Will 
 
          May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude  
        of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had.   Romans 15:5. 
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 Article from The New York Times by Laurie Goodstein 

  The Rev. Billy Graham, a renowned Christian evangelist who filled stadiums and served 
as an adviser to several U.S. presidents, died February 21, 2018 at the age of 99.  
 
  William Franklin Graham Jr. — Billy Frank to his family and friends as a boy—was born 
near Charlotte on Nov. 7, 1918, the first of four children of William Franklin Graham and 
Morrow Coffey Graham.  He was descended on both sides from pre-Revolution Scottish 

settlers, and both his grandfathers were Confederate soldiers. 
  Though the Grahams were Reformed Presbyterians, and though his father insisted on 
daily readings of the Bible, Billy Frank was an unenthusiastic Christian. He was more 

interested in reading history, playing baseball and dreaming of becoming a professional ballplayer.  His worldliness, his  
father thought, was mischievous and devilish. 
   It was the Rev. Mordecai Ham, an itinerant preacher from Kentucky, who was credited with “saving” Billy Graham in the 
autumn of 1934 when Billy was 16. After attending Mr. Ham’s revival sessions on a Charlotte street corner several nights in 
a row, Billy walked up to Mr. Ham to make a “decision for Christ”. 
   After he graduated high school in 1936, Billy spent the summer selling Fuller brushes door to door before spending an 
unhappy semester at Bob Jones College, then an unaccredited, fundamentalist school in Cleveland, Tenn. (It is now Bob 
Jones University, in Greenville, S.C.) He then went to another unaccredited but less restrictive institution, the Florida Bible 
Institute (now Trinity College), near Tampa. 
   It was there, he wrote in his 1997 autobiography, “Just as I Am,” that he felt God calling him to the ministry. The call 
came, he said, during a late-night walk on a golf course. “I got down on my knees at the edge of one of the greens,” he 
wrote. “Then I prostrated myself on the dewy turf. ‘O God,’ I sobbed, ‘if you want me to serve you, I will.’ ”   
  Mr. Graham took the role of evangelist to a new level, lifting it from the sawdust floors of canvas tents in small-town 
America to the podiums of packed stadiums in the world’s major cities. He wrote some 30 books and was among the first to 
use new communication technologies for religious purposes. During his “global crusade” from Puerto Rico in 1995, his  
sermons were translated simultaneously into 48 languages and transmitted to 185 countries by satellite. 
   Mr. Graham drew his essential message from the mainstream of evangelical Protestant belief.  “Repent of your sins,” he 
told his listeners, “accept Jesus as your Savior and be born again.” In a typical exhortation, he declared: “Are you frustrated, 
bewildered, dejected, breaking under the strains of life?  Then listen for a moment to me: Say yes to the Savior tonight, and 
in a moment you will know such comfort as you have never known.  It comes to you quickly, as swiftly as I snap my fin-
gers, just like that.”  Mr. Graham always closed by asking his listeners to “come forward” and commit to a life of Christian 
faith. When they did so, his well-oiled organization would match new believers with nearby churches. Many thousands of 
people say they were first brought to church by a Billy Graham crusade. 
   In the last few decades, a new generation of evangelists, including Mr. Graham’s elder son, Franklin Graham, began de-
veloping their own followings. In November 1995, on his 77th birthday, Mr. Graham named Franklin to succeed him as 
head of his organization, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. His daughter Anne Graham Lotz and his grandsons 
Will Graham and William Graham Tullian Tchividjian are also in ministry. 
   The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, with more than 1,000 employees around the world, continues to organize  
crusades. It also produces Mr. Graham’s “Hour of Decision” global radio program and prime-time television specials, trains 
thousands of evangelists and missionaries and publishes Decision magazine.  A rapid-response team deploys chaplains to 
disaster areas. 
   Dr. Billy Graham was a man used by Almighty God to bring His love story to all of mankind.  His message to the world 
was “Jesus Loves you and has a better eternal plan for you...if you accept Him as your personal Savior.”  His time  on 
earth will be remembered not only as a faithful messenger, but a man, husband, father, counselor and leader who lived his 
trust in Jesus Christ and the leading of the Holy Spirit.  Our prayers are with the Graham family as they mourn but also 
rejoice in his new appointment in Heaven.   Prayer from Presidential Prayer Team 

                                                 2018 Easter Services at Groome 
 
 PALM SUNDAY   GOOD FRIDAY OPEN FOR PRAY 
 March 25, 10:00 am   March 30, NOON 
     
   
 MAUNDY THURSDAY  EASTER SERVICE 
 March 29, 7:00 pm   April 1, 10:00 am   
      Fellowship/Refreshments, 11:00 am 
                                                                                  

The Rev. William Franklin Graham Jr.  

November 7, 1918-February 21, 2018 

http://www.amazon.com/Just-As-Am-Autobiography-Graham/dp/0061171069
http://billygraham.org/
http://billygraham.org/tv-and-radio/radio/hour-of-decision/listen-online/
http://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/
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March—April 

Frank Scibilia 03/01 

Judy Miller 03/02 

Pamela Hopkins 03/03 

Jeff Weitzel 03/03 

Connie Shockley 03/04 

Linda Stigile 03/05 

Michael Martz 03/06 

Patricia Rhoades 03/06 

Karen Hefke 03/11 

Patty Morris 03/27 

Bill Willin 04/06 

James Chasteen 04/07 

Mary Lou Pearson 04/11 

Jennie Hansen 04/15 

Jessica Hansen 04/15 

Debra Crossan 04/20 

Jake Kessler 04/26 

 

 

 

 

 

March—April 
 

Eugene & Marlene McCoy          03/01  (66) 

Barry & Joan Dietz                   03/10   (56) 

Bill & Barbara Willin                 03/15   (07) 

Hugh &Flo Councill                  04/02   (63) 

Dick & Connie Todd                04/15   (29) 

 
Please notify the church secretary of any additions  

or changes. 

 

   GROOME ANCHOR COFFEE HOUSE 
 
Groome is proud of the Anchor Coffee House, 
which benefits the “New Ministries Outreach” pro-
gram and brings new people to the church! Started 

in September 2017, we’ve been blessed with wonderful musicians, 
singers & songwriters.  We also offer lectures and workshops. Come 
meet friends and visitors who love music, just like us! 

Upcoming Concerts  
Performances Scheduled 7-9 pm - Coffee House Opens 6 pm 

Saturday, March 24, “Ampersand” 7-9pm.  Four family  
musicians performing music from the Civil War to the mid-
twentieth century on guitar, hammered dulcimer, mandolin,  
banjo, bouzouki and bass.  Admission is $10 cash.  

Saturday, April 21, 3-6:30 pm “Local Folk Music Swap Meet” 
Admission is FREE. Browse all things musical:  instruments, 
Electric/Acoustic, accessories, CD’s, sheet music, anything musi-
cal!  Invite family and friends to stop by, have some refreshments 
and shop! Coffee House open! 

            Reserve a sellers 8’ table for $5 cash—Setup @ 2 pm  
                                    Call Mike 302-827-4058)  

Saturday, April 21, 7-9 pm “Local Folk Concert”  
Three diverse local musicians performing original songs and  
covers featuring Jason Filasky, Bob McNamara and headliner 
Cathy Jane. Each a little bit different, all extraordinary!  
Admission only $5 cash.  

Saturday, May 12, 7-9pm “LATOCQ—Louisiana to Quebec” 
Featuring acclaimed Cajun fiddler David Greely of Louisiana and 
Quebecois fiddler Claude Meet accompanied by Dana Whittle.  A 
little bit Cajun, a little bit Quebecois, and lot of fun!  
Admission $10. 

Additional information about upcoming events is available on the 
Anchor Coffee House or Groome UMC Facebook page or Groome 
UMC website. 

www.facebook.com/theanchorcoffeehouse 
www.facebook.com/groomechurchlewes 
www.groomechurchlewes.org 
  
 

 
 

COMMUNITY EASTER EVENTS & SERVICES  
                        Eas ter  Sunrise Service  

Sunday,  Apri l  1 ,  6:30 a.m.   
Lewes Beach Front  

 
ALL ARE WELCOME  

Sponsored by the Churches of  Lewes  
* * * *  

GOOD FRIDAY CROSS WALK  
                                                  March 30,  2018 -   10:00 -11:30 am  
                                          Beginning at  Bethel  Uni ted Methodis t  Church  
                                            Walking the Historic Dist r ict -14 s tops  
                         At  each s top—Reading scripture and s inging a  verse from hymns  

http://www.facebook.com/theanchorcoffeehouse
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.groomechurchlewes.org


Groome United Methodist Church 
Pastor:  Reverend Dr. Will Crossan 

 
Sunday Worship Service—Sunday, 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church & Nursery 
 

Mid-Week Gathering—Thursday 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Soup & Sandwiches/Bible Study 

(September-May) 
 

“Our Vision is to enhance people’s belief in  
Jesus Christ so they live a life of holiness and service to others.” 

 
Anchor Coffee House & Concerts-Monthly 

 

         Groome United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 299 

            Savannah Road & Dewey Avenue 

Lewes, DE 19958 

Phone: 302-645-6256 

Fax: 302-645-6256 

Email: gumc1@hotmail.com 

Webpage:  www.groomechurchlewes.org 
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